











The Atassi Gallery which was founded in Homs in 1988 moved its headquarters
to Damascus in 1993. It then attracted a variety of Syrians and Arab artists from
different generations and artistic schools.

The gallery features a large collection of Syrian and Arab artists. More than a
hall of exhibitions, the Atassi Gallery hosted a variety of cultural activities, such
as lectures and seminars in addition to publishing books on plastic art.

On the occasion of the "Abu Dhabi Art 2010", the Atassi Gallery felt it was
its vocation to offer to the large public a scpectrum of works dating from
the emergence of the plastic art movement, thus covering an essential era,
unableling an understanding the roots of modern art in Syria.

Still life, portrait, and landscape were the favorite topics of the painters of
the older generations. In addition to their artistic value, these works bring an
important highlight on the history and the social structure of Syria. As they had
a leading role in building the premises of the artistic movement of today, we
thought it necessary to enlighten their signature.

The Atassi Gallery hopes to convey an idea of the emergence of Syrian painters
graduated from Rome, Paris and Cairo who founded the nucleus which
ultimately gave birth to the Damascus school of fine arts in 1960.

Introduction

The Atassi Gallery
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These premises, which critics call the "Era of Pioneers", sought only to acquire
western techniques in the making of paintings, prior to the search of any
individual specificity. Nevertheless one must give the "Era of pioneers" credit
for laying the foundations of the sixties, when first emerged the personal
modes of expression, as if true modernism, in one of it s major form, was the
ultimate value of the individual. The artists of the sixtees discarded then the
European techniques, plunging in their past, absorbing the Arab folk and the
Islamic heritage, as we see in the works of Nabaa, Zayat, Dourak al Sebaai,
Adham, Naim Ismail and many others.

"The Era of pioneers" was not only the basis of modern and contemporary
Syrian painting, but was also a tale of confusion, excitement, doubt and
suffering. A story of a generation seeking to create suns and storms out of heat
and dust.
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He was born in Damascus, Syria.

He traveled to Paris to study art and engineering. Afterwards, he worked
in the Department of Land Surveying in Beirut and Damascus. He was a
consultant in the Directorate of Endowment in Syria, where he supervised
the restoration of several mosques in Damascus.

He was one of the founders of the plastic arts movement in Syria.

His works varied between landscapes and portraits, with a realistic and
classical style using historical themes.

(1940 - 1875)
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He was born in Nablus, Palestine.

He was passionate about theater since childhood. He studied theater
in Lebanon and Egypt before moving to Syria.

He began drawing as a hobby, and he started by painting pictures of
the archaeological sites in Syria. Consequently, he decided to study art
and he moved to France to do so. He graduated from the Department
of Fine Arts in 1937, thereafter he returned to Damascus.

His style tended to be realistic, and he was particularly interested in
historical themes.

(1951 -1897)

Othauls (ubili b alg

Al Jaiis ol 48 g Olisd b dusyag @ yusalls dilgals die Ligid Gl
Liygau

258 Lyg 8 &3 Bbolioll Slag) @ iy s aulga (s @yl fay
o0 diandl pidll @ud (o @Al huiys ) JALS (bl G yas o laasy
3oy Sl laamy ag239 VATV alsll

wagaillang le dyi il zuslsally @inl adg dslell ] dugluf Jaos

Abdulwahab
Abou Al-Saoud

Slagllaie
Ag—= ull 9_|i

15







Oil on Canvas
21 x15¢cm
1972

oilad Sle sujy
@woXY
Yavy




He was born in Damascus, Syria.

He studied art at the Fine Arts Department in Estienne School of Arts
and Graphic Industries in Paris.

Throughout his life, he worked as an arts teacher in secondary schools
in Damascus.

He was one of the pioneers of Impressionism as he painted a lot of
landscapes, neighborhoods and archaeological sites in Damascus and
its countryside. He designed postage stamps, and was awarded the
Syrian Order of Merit.

(1973 - 1900)
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He was born in Damascus, Syria.

He concentrated on studying the principles of art, and he opened a
school for teaching arts in Beirut.

He moved to Baghdad to continue teaching art before he returned
to Damascus in 1941. There he founded the Arab Society of Fine Arts.
In 1942, he was one of the first to call for establishing a Faculty of Fine
Arts in Damascus, and in 1944 a decree was issued establishing the
faculty, which was officially opened in 1960.

His works addressed national and historical political issues in a realistic
and symbolic manner.

(1985 - 1904)
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He was born in Damascus, Syria.

He studied at the Teachers Preparing Institute in Damascus. Thereafter,
he moved to Homs and Hama and worked as a teacher.

In 1962, he founded a center for fine arts in Homs, which is still
standing today, and still holds the name of its founder.

He was appointed a member of the Supreme Council for Literature
and Arts.

His works fell under the expressive realism school, where he addressed
humanitarian and social issues.
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He was born in Aleppo, Syria.

He studied at the Academy of Fine Arts in Rome. Afterwards, he
worked as an arts teacher in schools in Aleppo. One of his students at
that time was the artist Fateh Moudarres.

He had much of his arts research published in Arab newspapers and
periodicals.

(1981-1910)
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He was born in Tripoli, Libya.

His family fled to Turkey escaping from the Italian repression before
moving to Syria.

He studied painting and sculpture at the Royal Academy of Fine Arts
in Rome between 1935 and 1939.

After returning to Syria, he worked as a high school teacher in Deir Al-
Zoor, and later in Damascus.

After that, he worked in the Directorate of Fine Arts in the Ministry of
Culture.

He served as Deputy Director of the Institution of Fine Arts (which was
later renamed the Faculty of Fine Arts) until 1970.

He was a member of most of the artistic communities in Syria during this
period, such as, Andalucia Symposium and the Arab Society of Fine Arts.
He played an important role in establishing a scholarship system in
order to send artists abroad to pursue their studies.

He was awarded the Syrian Order of Merit of the first rank in 1971.

He worked in sculpture and painting, where he followed the classic
academic style.

(1975-1911)
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He was born in Damascus, Syria.

He studied painting, decoration and mosaic in Italy, and then he
taught at the Faculty of Fine Arts in Damascus. Later, he moved to
teach in Saudi Arabia and the Congo.

He was appointed the Director of the Fine Arts Society in Damascus.
He won his first prize in the annual exhibition in 1950.

He was known for his classical style in handling a number of issues,
such as nature, still life and portraiture.

(1990-1911)
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He was born in Damascus, Syria.

He was self taught in studying the arts, learning the principles
independently and relying on observation and experimentation.
Consequently, he created a unique style that combined documentary
and fine realism with the instinctual treatment of art.

He worked in the Land Surveying Department in Beirut in 1928 before
moving to Damascus in 1943.

He was known for accurate painting of landscapes, still life and
portraiture through which he breached traditions and conventions.
He was one of the pioneers of the plastic arts movement in Syria, and
he was awarded the Syrian Order of Merit of the first rank in 1980.

(1995-1911)
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He was born in Aleppo, Syria.

He worked as a teacher of arts.

He played an important role in the plastic arts scene in Aleppo. He was
interested in drawing antiquities in Aleppo and its vicinities, preferring
an expressive realistic style.

(1980 - 1915)
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He was born in Damascus in 1918.

He graduated from the Faculty of Fine Arts in Cairo in 1947.

He worked as a teacher of painting in public secondary schools in
Damascus, and later at the Faculty of Fine Arts in Damascus after its
founding in 1960.

He completed many paintings of neighborhoods in Damascus, and
excelled in drawing portraits in an impressive realistic style.

His paintings formed a documentary archive of the old city of
Damascus.

Nazem Al-Jaafari
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He was born in Damascus, Syria.

He studied painting at the Faculty of Fine Arts in Cairo between 1943
and 1947.

After returning to Damascus, he worked as a teacher of arts in
secondary schools.

He was appointed a lecturer in the Faculty of Fine Arts after its
founding in 1960, then Deputy Dean of the college in 1970. He was
one of the impressionism pioneers in Syria.

His style tended to abstract art in the 1960s. He later formed a style of
his own, where he combined abstraction and realism.

He was interested in drawing landscapes of Damascus and its
surroundings, using a unique style with rich colors.

(1992 - 1920)
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He was born in Aleppo, Syria.

He studied at the Academy of Fine Arts in Rome between 1954 and
1960.

He continued his postgraduate studies at the Academy of Fine Arts in
Paris between 1969 and 1972.

After returning to Syria, he served as a lecturer, then Dean of the
Faculty of Fine Arts until 1993.

He was considered to be the pioneer of Modernism in the plastic arts
scene in Syria. He had a unique expressive style, which addressed
many of the humanitarian matters and national issues in Syria.

He wrote several collections of poetry and short stories.

He was internationally renowned, participated in group exhibitions,
and he held solo exhibitions in Europe and the United States of
America.

He was awarded the Syrian Order of Merit of the first rank in 2006.

(1999 -1922)
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He was born in Antioch, District of Iskenderun.

He studied decoration at the Academy of Fine Arts in Rome between
1952 and 1956, and he also studied the art of medals and murals in a
private institute in Italy.

He worked as a teacher for arts in secondary schools in Damascus.
Thereafter he moved to Cairo to work as an adviser for the Egyptian
Ministry of Education.

He later returned to Damascus to teach the art of murals in the Faculty
of Fine Arts.

He was one of the pioneers of Modernism in Syria. His style was
between arabesque art and modern plastic arts.

(1963 - 1923)
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He was born in Damascus, Syria.

He studied painting, as well as casting medals and murals at the
Academy of Fine Arts in Rome between 1953 and 1958. On his
return to Syria, he worked as a teacher of arts in secondary schools in
Damascus.

He taught painting at the Faculty of Fine Arts, after its founding in 1960.
He served as Deputy Dean of the Faculty of Fine Arts, and then as the
Dean between 1970 and 1980.

He received several awards, including the Syrian Order of Merit.

In the beginning of his career he was interested in realism, later he
moved to abstraction and became one of the first Syrian artists to
introduce Arabic calligraphy into the construction of abstract plastic
painting. For this reason, he is considered a pioneer of modernism. ,

(1988 - 1923)
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He was born in Antioch, District of Iskenderun.

He studied at the Faculty of Fine Arts in Istanbul between 1949 and
1953, and he moved to Damascus in 1955. He worked in the political
management division of the army as a technical supervisor of the
Army Magazine between 1958 and 1970.

Later on, he became the Director of the Department of Fine Arts in
the Ministry of Culture between 1970 and 1979. He taught the art of
mosaic at the Faculty of Fine Arts,

He used the arabesque and traditional ornamentation arts in a style
of his own, addressing issues relating to the local environment and
national issues.

(1979 - 1930)
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He was born in Aleppo, Syria.

He studied decoration at the Academy of Fine Arts in Rome between
1956 and 1961.

He worked as a teacher of arts in secondary schools in Aleppo before
moving to Damascus to serve as a lecturer in the Department of
Interior Design at the Faculty of Fine Arts in Damascus.

He was one of the pioneers of modernism in Syria due to his realistic
expressionist style and subject matter, which dealt with marginalized
groups in society. He also excelled in drawing portraits and still life,
and his work was characterized by his own unique technique of using
compressed wood as a surface for painting.

He participated in many solo and group exhibitions in the Arab world
and in Europe.

(1978 - 1934)
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